






MEMBERS RECEIVE:

Information on
Ways to

Protect Heritage Lands


Invitations to Seminars


The Knowledge You
Are Helping Protect

the Vanishing
Texas Hill Country

If you would like to
receive future newsletter
and announcements of
workshops and events

sponsored by the Cibolo
Conservancy, fill out the
membership information

form and mail it to us,
and we will keep you

informed.

I want to support the Cibolo Conservation Conservancy

Date __________________  Contribution Level ________________________

Name  ____________________________________________________________

Address  __________________________________________________________

City  ______________________    St  _________________  Zip  ___________

Phone  __________________  Email  _________________________________

W A N T  T O  R E M A I N  O N  O U R  M A I L I N G  L I S T ?
Stay informed about upcoming land management seminars and
take an active role in preserving our beautiful Hill Country.

CIBOLO CONSERVANCY 
MEMBERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES:

Senior/Student . . . . . . . . . . . $15.00
Individual . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25.00
Family. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $35.00
Supported . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100.00
Guardian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $250.00
Champion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . $500.00
Steward. . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000.00

Cibolo Conservation
Easement Workshops!

Estate Planning in the Hill Country

Preserving the legacy 
of your land 

Thomas Hall, Estate Planning
Attorney, will present the best prac-
tices to legally protect and preserve
the legacy of land, including:

The new federal income and estate tax
law (2010 Tax Reform Act) as it impacts
landowners, including the renewed
income tax incentives for conservation
easement donations completed in 2011.

How to take advantage of the new
"portability" option to allocate the 
estate tax exemption between spouses 
to save federal estate tax. 

Disability planning for the landowner,
and asset protection strategies to limit
landowner liability -- or "what to do
BEFORE your guest rolls your ATV 
during his visit to your ranch". 

April 27, Wednesday, 6:30 PM
August 3, Wednesday, 6:30 PM

IN BOERNE at Boerne’s Cibolo Nature
Center, sponsored by the Cibolo Conservancy 

Cost:
$15 for member, and $20 for a non-member
Call (830) 249-4616 for more information.

This is the Year to Seriously Consider
a Conservation Easement

Conservation-minded landowners now have until December
31, 2011 to take advantage of a significant tax deduction for
donating a voluntary conservation agreement to permanently 
protect important natural or historic resources on their land.
Congress just renewed a tax incentive for private landowners —
especially working family farmers and ranchers — who protect
their land with a voluntary conservation agreement.  The 
incentive, which had expired at the end of 2009, helped the 
Cibolo Conservancy work with willing landowners in our 
community to conserve 7,430 acres of productive agricultural
lands and natural areas between 2006 and 2009.

When landowners donate a conservation easement to the
Cibolo Conservancy Land Trust they maintain ownership and
management of their land and can sell or pass the land on to their
heirs, while foregoing future development rights.  

The enhanced incentive applies to a landowner’s federal
income tax.  It:

• Raises the deduction a donor can take for donating a 
voluntary conservation agreement from 30% of their 
income in any year to 50%; 

• Allows farmers and ranchers to deduct up to 100% of 
their income; and 

• Increases the number of years over which a donor can 
take deductions from 6 to 16 years.

According to the Land Trust Alliance, the national organization
that provides a voice for land trusts in Washington, DC, last year’s
bills to make this incentive permanent had 274 House and 41
Senate 
co-sponsors from all 50 states, including majorities of Democrats
and Republicans in the House. This legislation is supported by
more than 65 national agricultural, sportsmen’s, and conservation
organizations.

To learn more about the enhanced incentive visit:
www.lta.org/easementincentive. 

In the Texas Hill Country the incentive is having a real impact.  
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Please make checks payable to: The Cibolo Conservancy, 25 Spring Creek Rd., Boerne, TX 78006

Read Ken Nickel’s personal story 
“What Does it Means to Me?” on page 3.


